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Four Chaplains Day: On Feb. 3, 1943, the United States Army Transport Dorchester was bound for an American base in Greenland as it pushed through the frigid North Atlantic waters with 902 servicemen aboard. But the ship did not arrive at its destination — a German U-boat fired a torpedo that struck the Dorchester’s starboard side and exploded in the boiler room. Within 20 minutes the ship sank and 668 men perished, along with four chaplains of different faiths: Reverend George Fox (Methodist), Jewish Rabbi Alexander Goode, Reverend Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed) and Father John Washington (Roman Catholic). The four chaplains put the lives of others before their own by directing frightened service members to lifeboats, distributing life jackets, and putting their own life jackets on young soldiers. In all, 230 of the 904 men aboard the ship were rescued. Life jackets offered little protection from hypothermia, which killed most men in the water. The water temperature was 34 °F (1 °C) and the air temperature was 36 °F (2 °C). By the time additional rescue ships arrived, "...hundreds of dead bodies were seen floating on the water, kept up by their life jackets. On December 19, 1944, all four chaplains were posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and the Distinguished Service Cross. The Four Chaplains' Medal was established by act of Congress on July 14, 1960, and was presented posthumously to their next of kin by Secretary of the Army Wilber M. Brucker at Ft. Myer, Virginia on January 18, 1961. The chaplains were also honored with a stamp, issued in 1948, and by an act of Congress designating February 3 as "Four Chaplains Day." Because of their bravery, every year, American Legion posts nationwide remember Four Chaplains Day with memorial services. Services this year will be held on Sunday, Feb. 6. To request information on how to conduct a Four Chaplains Memorial Service, contact Michael Novak (mnovak@legion.org) of the Americanism and Children & Youth Division at (317) 630-1212. The inspiring chaplains are remembered in many places in stained glass portraits and memorials. In Bottineau North Dakota they are memorialized in a small, four-columned cement arch, shading an upright cement slab to which is bolted a bronze plaque depicting the Dorchester going down. Above the doomed ship, in the cloud of steam and smoke exploding out of it, the giant faces of the chaplains can be seen, looking stern and saintly. Above their heads are the words: "For God and Country."
[Source: American Legion Online Update 27 Jan 2011 ++]

Veterans History Project: A major film production company is asking friends of the Library of Congress Veterans History Project (http://www.loc.gov/vets) for assistance in locating WWII veterans from the Western European campaign who currently live in Florida and have interesting remembrances to share. The production company is creating a 6-part television documentary series called "The Last Great Heroes", which follows the Allied Forces from the D-Day landings to Berlin. They plan to interview British, American and Canadian veterans to get a complete picture of the Allied efforts in Western Europe. The program will air on HISTORY (formerly the History Channel) in North America and Channel 4 in Britain. The producer hopes to speak briefly with veterans by phone first and then, toward the end of February, interview several in person. This film is anticipated to reach a wide audience and possibly be incorporated into classroom curricula and public programs. The deadline for this effort is tight. If you're able to help contact the veteran(s) you have in mind for participation, gauge their interest in being interviewed and if they're amenable, send their contact information to Jessica Souva, Library of Congress Tel: (202) 486-1840 / (888) 371-5848 or email jessica@jsouva.com . 
[Source: Sen. William Nelson's Director of Outreach/Regional Director Lynn T. Bannister msg 29 Jan 2011 ++]
Marine Corps War Memorial: The Marine Corps War Memorial, often referred to as the Iwo Jima Memorial, is dedicated to all personnel of the United States Marine Corps who have died in the defense of their country since 1775. The memorial, located in Arlington, Virginia, features the Marines and Sailor who raised the second flag on Mount Suribachi over Iwo Jima in 1945: Sgt Michael Strank, Cpl Harlon Block, PFC Franklin Sousley, PFC Rene Gagnon, PFC Ira Hayes, PM2 John Bradley. The larger than life-sized bronze statue consisting of 32 foot figures and a 60 foot flagpole is based on a photograph taken by Joe Rosenthal and is almost 60 years old. According to a Marine Corps news release, it is in need of a little sprucing up. The statue's original finish is faded. "The bronze should not be brown," James Donovan, the Marine Corps War Memorial Foundation's executive director, said in the release. "This bronze is supposed to be a Marine Corps green." Also, some of the granite panels are coming loose, and there are cracks and water accumulations in the structure. The National Park Service, however, says that just one of the approximately 30 panels around the base of the memorial has subsided about an inch. National Park Service spokesman Bill Line said the memorial is in very good condition. "Back in 2005, the National Park Service conducted and completed a more than $3.5 million renovation project at the Marine Corps Memorial. That included renovation of all the panels which I recognize are in question here," Line said. "That included full cultural and historic analysis of the condition of the entire memorial. The memorial's condition is in very, very good condition." According the Marine Times, the Marine Corps War Memorial Foundation wants to partner with the National Park Service to repair the monument. However, Line said no agreement has been reached. "There is nothing in writing," he said. "There is nothing in place other than just talk, verbal conversations about them wanting to be a partner organization." The foundation said it also hopes to improve the experience of visiting the memorial. There are plans for improvements to restroom facilities and eventually a reception center staffed with volunteers. Line questions the need of those enhancements. "We would want to see why there is a need for that, and why government money and taxpayers' dollars in a tight economy would have to be spent on that sort of stuff," Line said. "Having and wanting stuff is great, but having to pay for it is another matter." The Marine Times explained that the memorial is special to tourists as well as veterans. On the granite base, the names and dates of every major Marine Corps engagement since November 10, 1775, are engraved. Sunset Parade at the Marine Corps War Memorial. [Source: WCHS6 Portland ME Mark Gould article 26 Jan 2011 ++]
VA Budget 2011 Update 03: America's oldest and largest major combat veterans' organization announced it will do everything within its power to defeat a plan introduced by Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN-06] to cut $4.5 billion from the Department of Veterans Affairs. "No way, no how, will we let this proposal get any traction in Congress," said Richard L. Eubank, the national commander of the 2.1 million-member Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. and its Auxiliaries. On her website, the three-term congresswoman lists more than $400 billion in suggestions to cut federal spending. The VA suggestion would cap increases to VA healthcare spending, and reduce disability compensation to account for Social Security Disability Insurance payments...in other words, an offset. She says her plan is intended to generate discussion. "The only discussion the VFW wants is to tell the congresswoman that her plan is totally out of step with America's commitment to our veterans," said Eubank, a retired Marine and Vietnam combat veteran from Eugene, Ore. "There are certain things you do not do when our nation is at war, and at the top of that list is not caring for our wounded and disabled servicemen and women when they return home," he said. "I want the congresswoman to join us in a tour of the Minneapolis VA Medical Center and Poly Trauma Center the next time she's in her home district to witness firsthand the great work the VA does every day to heal their wounds and ease their pain. Then I want her to look those disabled veterans in the eye and tell them their service and sacrifice is too expensive for the nation to bear. "The day this nation can't afford to take care of her veterans is the day this nation should quit creating them," said Eubank. 
[Source: http://www.vfw.org 28 Jan 2011 ++]
Agent Orange Korea Update 02: Veterans exposed to herbicides while serving along the demilitarized zone (DMZ) in Korea will have an easier path to access quality health care and benefits under a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) final regulation that will expand the dates when illnesses caused by herbicide exposure can be presumed to be related to Agent Orange. Under the final regulation published 25 JAN in the Federal Register, VA will presume herbicide exposure for any Veteran who served between April 1, 1968, and Aug. 31, 1971, in a unit determined by VA and the Department of Defense (DoD) to have operated in an area in or near the Korean DMZ in which herbicides were applied. Previously, VA recognized that Agent Orange exposure could only be conceded to Veterans who served in certain units along the Korean DMZ between April 1968 and July 1969. In practical terms, eligible Veterans who have specific illnesses VA presumes to be associated with herbicide exposure do not have to prove an association between their illness and their military service. This presumption simplifies and speeds up the application process for benefits and ensures that Veterans receive the benefits they deserve. VA encourages Veterans with covered service in Korea who have medical conditions that may be related to Agent Orange to submit their applications for access to VA health care and compensation as soon as possible so the agency can begin processing their claims. Individuals can go to http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/AO/claimherbicide.htm to get a more complete understanding of how to file a claim for presumptive conditions related to herbicide exposure, as well as what evidence is needed by VA to make a decision about disability compensation or survivors benefits. Additional information about Agent Orange and VA's services for Veterans exposed to the chemical is available at http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange 

     The new regulation is available on the Office of the Federal Register website at http://www.ofr.gov/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1 
[Source: VA News Release 25 Jan 2010 
VA Disability Eval System Update 01: The OIG conducted an audit to determine whether Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) correctly assigned 100 percent disability evaluations as either permanent or temporary and effectively monitored and adjusted temporary 100 percent disability evaluations. It was determined that the staff at the VA Regional Offices (VARO) are not correctly evaluating and monitoring 100 percent disability evaluations. Approximately 239,000 veterans were identified who had at least one service-connected condition rated 100 percent disabling as of SEP 09. Approximately 58,000 veterans were eliminated from the review with conditions that indicated no likelihood of improvement, such as double amputees. It is projected that of the remaining 181,000 veterans, VARO staff did not correctly process evaluations for about 27,500 (15 percent). It is further projected that since January 1993, VBA paid veterans a net amount of about $943 million without adequate medical evidence. If VBA does not take timely corrective action, it will overpay veterans a projected $1.1 billion over the next 5 years. It was recommended the Acting Under Secretary for Benefits increase oversight by ensuring future exam dates are included in the electronic records and providing VARO staff the necessary training. VBA also needs to ensure claims folders with temporary evaluations are kept at the VARO and each temporary evaluation has a future exam date entered in the electronic record. The Acting Under Secretary for Benefits did not agree with the findings, particularly as they relate to the projected overpayment amounts, but agreed to implement the recommendations and provided responsive implementation plans. OIG maintains that the primary message in their report is VBA paid veterans without adequate medical evidence and that their projection is a reasonable and conservative estimate of overpayments based upon our review of compensation records available.
To review the report go to http://www.utvet.com/VAoigAudit.pdf
[Source: Belinda J. Finn, Assistant Inspector General for Audits and Evaluations 24 Jan 2011 ++]
